
Official publication of

Inside this issue...

www.mcleodcoop.com

2
Lester Ranzau
recognized for years
on G&T board

6
Energy grants help
businesses

CapX2020 used
helicopters to 
string wire 8

A few members may
have estimated 
June bills

Due to the Highway 15 roundabout 
construction project near Menard's in
Hutchinson, McLeod Cooperative Power had to

re-route some power lines for the summer. This re-
routing interferes with the transmission of data and
meter readings from our Turtle automated meter
reading devices. All the data is recorded and the Co-op
will eventually receive it when the normal power flow is
restored sometime in August. But for now, about 200
members will receive estimated bills for the month of
June. You will know if you receive one, as the bill
statement will say "Estimated" on it. 

The estimated bills will go to mostly members residing
in Hassan Valley Township of McLeod County, however a
few members residing in Rich Valley, Hutchinson,
Acoma, and Hale Townships of McLeod County will also
be affected. As the construction project is not
scheduled to be completed until sometime in August,
the Cooperative will probably be reading those affected
meters about August 1st to guarantee our members
accurate billing over the summer months.

Any member receiving an "Estimated" billing may call
the Cooperative office with questions or concerns. We
will be happy to assist you.
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Storms June 21-23 cause outages
throughout MCPA service area

T he storms with torrential
rain that hit Friday night,
June 21 and again

Sunday morning, June 23 kept
line crews busy. Strong winds
that took down trees onto
power lines and lightning
strikes caused most of the
outages. Crews worked through
the night Friday night and had
the last members back on
Saturday night about 8:30 p.m.
Crews were called back out
about 3:30 a.m. Sunday
morning when storms moved
through again. All crews were
called back out and worked
until the last member had their
power restored just before noon
on Sunday.

The most time-consuming part
of the restoration was
responding to so many
individual outages scattered
throughout four counties. Both
of the storms caused numerous
outages from Bird Island to

Green Isle and Watertown 
to Hutchinson and everything
in between. Thank you to
our members for your 
patience during the restoration
period. We hope the outage
map available on the Co-op's
web site was helpful to
our members.

Please remember that each
member needs to call in to
report their outage to 1-800-
927-5685. We do not know if
your home is out unless you
call! Our automated systems
can send us meter readings but
not instantaneous outage
status. And our outage map
data is based on those
members who call in to report
they have an outage. Please do
not depend on your neighbors
to call. It could be an outage
affecting only your residence.
Our crew will not know to get
your power back on until you
call so please let us know you
are out.

MCPA employees and their family members who volunteered to
participate in the Glencoe Days Parade on June 22 included Ron
Schiroo, Becky Schiroo, Jan Sanderson, Debbie Ebert, Katie Ide, Joel
Ide, Hannah Ebert, and Sam Ebert. It was a hot and humid day, perfect
for handing out freeze-pops to parade watchers.

Farm Connections
broadcast

S hannon Jerabek, an employee of
McLeod Co-op Power, joins other
energy auditors, members of the

Clean Energy Resource Teams, lighting
vendors, and a representative from Great
River Energy on a turkey farm in
Northfield. The group was part of a
segment of Farm Connections, an
agricultural program.  

You can tune in to Episode 601 on
YouTube to learn more about the energy-
saving steps that help reduce the impact of
energy costs on the farm's bottom line.
KSMQ is in its fifth season of producing
Farm Connections. You can watch the
half-hour broadcast by visiting the home
web page of McLeod Co-op Power at
www.mcleodcoop.com and clicking 
on the link.
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Lester Ranzau was recognized by
Great River Energy (GRE) in June
for his many years of service on the

Great River Energy Board of Directors.
Lester served 29 years on McLeod
Cooperative Power's Generation &
Transmission (G&T) board — first on
Cooperative Power's board from 1984 
until 1999, when Cooperative Power merged
with United Power Association to form
Great River Energy, and from 1999 through
2013 he continued to represent us on the
GRE board.

During his years serving as a G&T director
Lester has seen some major changes take
place at the cooperatives, including the
merger of Cooperative Power and UPA, the
addition of several peaking plants, the
development and sales of fly ash, the
development of the DryFining process at
Coal Creek Station, and GRE building a new
headquarters building in Maple Grove. The
Spiritwood Development, which is scheduled
to be on-line in 2014, was also a significant
project approved by the GRE board. 

Lester reflected, "It has truly been an honor
and a privilege to serve as a representative
for McLeod Co-op Power on the Great River
Energy Board of Directors." He added, "I
wish success to Great River Energy in any
future endeavors."

Lester stepped down from the GRE board
seat this year, and the MCPA board selected
Oria Brinkmeier of Lester Prairie to now
serve as the representative to the GRE board.

Lester Ranzau served on G&T board for 29 years

GRE President Michael Thorson (on left) listens as Lester Ranzau (on
right) addresses his fellows directors at a the conclusion of GRE’s
annual meeting on June 12. Ranzau and four other long-term GRE
directors were honored for their years of service to the organization
with appreciation awards.

Great River Energy CEO David Saggau gives Lester Ranzau a hearty
handshake and thank you for decades of service on the G&T board.

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION

May Outage
Summary

D uring the month of May the
Cooperative had a total of 35 outages,
affecting 188 consumers. The largest

outage was caused by trees hanging into a
line. It affected 94 consumers north of
Glencoe and all the way up to Silver Lake, on
Tuesday, May 14th in the evening. Patrolling
the line took longer to do with Highway 15
closed due to bridge construction and finding
the tree on the line, (which took out multiple
fuses) was a bit of a challenge. It took over
three hours to get some members back on.

Our second largest outage was a planned
outage at 1:00 p.m. in the afternoon on May
14 south of Hutchinson. It lasted for 29
minutes and was required to do some
preliminary work for the Hwy. 15 roundabout
construction project.

Our third largest outage affected 11 members
west of Lester Prairie on Monday, May 20th.
Members were out a little over an hour due to
a damaged fuse cutout.

The fourth largest outage affected 10
members north of Winthrop on Friday, May 10
about 9:00 a.m. It was caused by a motor
vehicle or machinery and lasted one hour and
twenty minutes.

Most outages affect only one or two
members. They are frequently caused by small
animals, trees in the line, equipment failure, or
motor vehicle/machinery accidents. Larger
outages affecting hundreds of members at a
time are usually caused by transmission
outages, storms, equipment failure to
substation equipment, or accidents.

Restoration time on weekend and evening
outages, when line crews are called out from
home, usually take a little longer to get back
on than outages when crews are already out
working on the project.
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CAPITAL CREDIT CHECKS THAT CAME BACK 
We are looking for current mailing addresses of the following former Co-op members who had capital credit checks returned to us

by the post office in 2012 - 2013. These were for 1993 revenue and a portion of 2011 revenue. Please notify our office if you have
a current mailing address for anyone listed or you may have the consumer below contact us directly. Thank you for your help.

ADAMIETZ, MARK
BROWNTON, MN

ADAMS, JOHN
GLENCOE, MN

ALBERS, GARTH
WADENA, MN

ANDERSON, FRED
ST PAUL, MN

ANDERSON, AUDREY V
ELK RIVER, MN

ANDERSON, DWAYNE H
HUTCHINSON, MN

ANDERSON, NORMAN E
SILVER LAKE, MN

ANDRESS, DAWN
HOPKINS, MN

ANVID, TINA MARIE
SAGINAW, MN

ARNESON, ROBERT J
HUTCHINSON, MN

ARNESON, STEVEN J
HUTCHINSON, MN

ARNOLD, PEGGY
ARLINGTON, MN

ASCHINGER, WILLIAM T
NEWTOWN, PA

BARDWELL, CHRISTOPHER
HUTCHINSON, MN

BARRY, STEVEN H
MONTICELLO, UT

BAUMANN, VIRGIL
NEW GERMANY, MN

BAUMCHEN, VELMA
WACONIA, MN

BAUMETZ, DAN & LISA
HUTCHINSON, MN

BECKMAN, TIMOTHY
ORTONVILLE, MN

BEEM, ANDREW & AMY E 
SOLINGER
HUTCHINSON, MN

BERNARDY, JOHN
HECTOR, MN

BETHKE, SOPHIE
STEWART, MN

BETHKE, VERNHOLD
STEWART, MN

BETKER, JEFF
BROWNTON, MN

BETKER, PATRICK
HUTCHINSON, MN

BICKMAN, MICHAEL J
LESTER PRAIRIE, MN

BJORKLUND, THOMAS R
ST PAUL, MN

BODINE, JEAN
WATERTOWN, MN

BONDERSON, LYLE
HUTCHINSON, MN

BRIESKE, MICHAEL
BOISE, ID

BRITANNIA TRUCK & 
TRAILER
WINTHROP, MN

BRODKORB, LORI A
HUTCHINSON, MN

BROSTROM, ROBERT S
ABRAMS, WI

BROWN, STEVEN & 
KIMBERLY
HUTCHINSON, MN

BUCKALEW, WILLIAM E
HILLMAN, MN

BUERKLE, LAWRENCE
EXCELSIOR, MN

BURNS, TIMOTHY R
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

BURTT, MICHAEL L
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

CANO, ALFONSO L SR
GLENCOE, MN

CARRUTHERS, JOHN L
FRANKLIN, MN

CHERRINGTON, KAREN
DULUTH, MN

CHRISTENSEN, VERNON G
HUTCHINSON, MN

CHURCHILL, RANDY
HUTCHINSON, MN

CIN, DANA
NAPLES, FL

CITIZENS ST BANK
GIBBON C/O FDIC

KANSAS CITY, MO
CORRADI, BRIAN R

WATERTOWN, MN
COWAN, THOMAS D

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
COX, CHAD D

LONG LAKE, MN
CULHANE, JOE P

ARLINGTON, MN
DD CABLE HOLDINGS INC

DENVER, CO
DANIELS, MARK A

STEWART, MN
DAHL, WILLIAM

WAVERLY, MN
DEUTCHMAN, I E

ELK RIVER, MN
DLUGOPOLSKI, CHARLENE

DASSEL, MN
DODGE, DANNY & 

REBECCA
HUTCHINSON, MN

DOERING, TIMOTHY
LITCHFIELD, MN

DOERR, WALTER
C/O LARRY DOERR
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

DOLAN, LARRY
HUTCHINSON, MN

DONAHUE, TOM & ARLENE
MOUND, MN

DOSTAL, RICHARD
GLENCOE, MN

DREWES, KENNETH
ALBANY, MO

DUNGARVIN ALTERNATIVE 
SERVICE
ST PAUL, MN

DUPUIS, TIMM
MENOMONIE, WI

EDGEWOOD FARMS
C/O GLEN MILLS
HUTCHINSON, MN

EDINGER, BRIAN
HEWITT, MN

EDWARDS, DONNA D
SLEEPY EYE, MN

EKEBERG, STEVEN D
GLENCOE, MN

EMERSON, DAVID E
FARMERS BRANCH, TX

ERNST, MARTY
EAU CLAIRE, WI

FARR, DARRELL
ROBBINSDALE, MN

FARRELL, TED A
GLENCOE, MN

FENSKE, MIKE & LEE
GAYLORD, MN

FIMON, KAREN C
HUTCHINSON, MN

FISCHER, R THOMAS
ZUMBRO FALLS, MN

FISHER, MICHAEL G
HUTCHINSON, MN

GEHRKE, ALVIN
WINTHROP, MN

GINDORFF, ROBERT
NORWOOD, MN

GODING, ROBERT
WHITEHOUSE, TX

GORANSON, BRADLEY
MAYER, MN

GRACK, WILLIAM
NEW AUBURN, MN

GRAVES, MITCHELL
HUTCHINSON, MN

GREAT PLAINS SUPPLY INC
WAITE PARK, MN

GREEN, GREGORY
REDFIELD, SD

GRENKE, STEVEN C
LITCHFIELD, MN

GRIMM, MILAN
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

GROCHOW, MRS RUTH
HAMEL, MN

GROEHLER, LARRY S
EDEN PRAIRIE, MN

GRUSSENDORF, JONATHON P
FRANKLIN, MN

HALVORSON, LEE
LAKE MILLS, IA

HAMMERSLAND, CHERYL
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

HANES, PATRICK J
BUFFALO, MN

HANSEN, DARRELL D
HUTCHINSON, MN

HANSEN, MICHAEL
HUTCHINSON, MN

HANSON, VERNON P
MAPLEWOOD, MN

HASSE, GARY
HUTCHINSON, MN

HAUER, MILDRED
WINTHROP, MN

HAWKINSON, MARY
WINTHROP, MN

HEDEEN, JAMES E
HUTCHINSON, MN

HEDTKE, DOROTHY M
HECTOR, MN

HEEREN, ELAINE & 
THOMAS
HUTCHINSON, MN

HEITZ, DAN
WACONIA, MN

HELLAND, WENDY
LESTER PRAIRIE, MN

HERRIGES, THOMAS L
LAGUNA HILLS, CA

HIRMAN, JAMES A
LANESBORO, MN

HIRZEL, ROXANNE
WINTHROP, MN

HLAVACEK, MARLYCE
COSMOS, MN

HOECKE, REUBEN
MELROSE, MN

HOFTEIG, MARK & GLENDA
HUTCHINSON, MN

HOLMES, MARY
WACONIA, MN

HUFFMAN, JAY
PRIOR LAKE, MN

HUNTER, ARLAN & 
BEVERLY
GREEN ISLE, MN

ISAKSON, ROBERT
DASSEL, MN

JACOBSON, BRUCE
CHASKA, MN

JAGER, LYLE H
HUTCHINSON, MN

JAGOW, MICHAEL A
YOUNG AMERICA, MN

JAGOW, WALTER & RITA
WINSTED, MN

JENKINS, SHIRLEY
WATERTOWN, MN

JENSEN, KEITH D
COLUMBIA, MO

JENSEN, MARVIN
HUTCHINSON, MN

JOHNSON, MARLIN & 
DEBBY
YOUNG AMERICA, MN

JOHNSON, STEPHEN D
DAVENPORT, FL

JONES, DARRYL
WINSTED, MN

JUSTINGER, RICHARD C
BLOOMINGTON, MN

KAPPING, ALLAN J
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

KARG, CATHREN
HUTCHINSON, MN

KARG, KAREN M
HUTCHINSON, MN

KASAL, FRANCIS
STEWART, MN

KEENAN, JAMES
C/O MIKE KENNAN
GLENCOE, MN

KEYSER, JOSH
HARKER HEIGHTS, TX

KINNEBERG, JOHN & TERESA
GLENCOE, MN

KJENSTAD, ALVIN
GLENCOE, MN

KLASSEN, ROBERT A
LITCHFIELD, MN

KLEIN, ERIC & WENDY
HUTCHINSON, MN

KMETT, JANET
OSSEO, MN

KNIGHTS, MICHAEL A
TORRANCE, CA

KOPP, KAROLYN
WAYZATA, MN

KOTTKE FARMS
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

KOTTKE, ROGER E
ELK RIVER, MN

KRABILL, DONALD
WABASHA, MN

KRAFT, DAVID
ANNANDALE, MN

KRAUSE, LAURA & CODY
WACONIA, MN

KRUEGER, ARNOLD W
WINTHROP, MN

KUIAWINSKI, DAWN
SOUTH RANGE, WI

LAMECKER, KENNETH
DARWIN, MN

LANGENBAU, JOE & LORIE
FOLEY, MN

LARSON, SCOTT A
HUTCHINSON, MN

LEE, DONALD E
FT MYERS, FL

LEHMAN, KEVIN L
BONZEMAN, MT

LEMBKE, THOMAS
HUTCHINSON, MN

LEMONIE, JIM
WACONIA, MN

LEWELLYN, ROBERT & 
THERESA
ST CLOUD, MN

LHOTKA, MARY V
C/O GEORGE LHOTKA
SILVER LAKE, MN

LIES, GARY
ALBERTVILLE, MN

LIESKE, MARY
HENDERSON, MN

LINSTRAND, JASON D
CARVER, MN

LONG, ARLIN
HUTCHINSON, MN

LORENTZ, STEVEN & 
ELIZABETH
PLAINFIELD, IL

LUTGEN, BRADLEY & DALE
GLENCOE, MN

MACKEDANZ, DARREL
CASPER, WY

MANLEY, STEVEN
BROWNTON, MN

MARTENS, TIMOTHY
HUTCHINSON, MN

MARTIN, KELLY S
AUSTIN, MN

MATHENY, LARRY E
BROWNTON, MN

MATZ, TIM & KIM
LITCHFIELD, MN

MCI TELECOMMUNICATION
CHICAGO, IL

MCLAIN, STEVE
GLENCOE, MN

MEITHER, NICKIE
ST BONI, MN

MELBERG, JULIE
HUTCHINSON, MN

MEYER, MICHAEL & TRACY
HUTCHINSON, MN

MOLLER, PETER & LISA
CHASKA, MN

MONSON, RONALD
ASHBY, MN

MOTOROLA CRC
SCHAUMBURG, IL

MULLINS, RONALD
SILVER LAKE, MN

MURPHY, ROBERT
HECTOR, MN

MYERS, MARK G
HUTCHINSON, MN

NANCE, ROBERT
HUTCHINSON, MN

NELSON, BONNIE K
LOWELL, OR

NELSON, DOUGLAS B
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

NELSON, FRANK
OSAKIS, MN

NICHOLS, RICHARD R
GLENCOE, MN

NIEHAUS, JOHN
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

NINO, JUAN CARLOS
GLENCOE, MN

NORMAN, JASON
HUTCHINSON, MN

NORTON, STEVEN & LORI
AUGUSTA, WI

OAK, MARK & DANETTE
BUFFALO, MN

OBERG, JERALD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

OLSEN, STEVEN
NEW ULM, MN

OLSON, DONNA
WINTHROP, MN

OLSON, OSWALD
WINTHROP, MN

OLSON, STEVEN J
ARLINGTON, MN

ONDRACEK, ARTHUR E
C/O TOM ONDRACEK
FT COLLINS, CO

PARPART, KEVIN R
C/O DARLENE PARPART
YOUNG AMERICA, MN

PASKET, LANCE
WATERTOWN, MN

PATTEE, DAVID
GLENCOE, MN

PERIS, JAMES
C/O KIM STROMMER
OLIVIA, MN

PERSCHAU, CYRIL
C/O LORRAINE PERSCHAU

GLENCOE, MN
PETERSEN, STEVEN J

BUFFALO LAKE, MN
PETERSON, STEVEN J

ANDOVER, MN
PETRON, THEODORE L

COLOGNE, MN
PILLE, DENNIS & BEVERLY

ROSEMOUNT, MN
PLATH, ERWIN C

COKATO, MN
PLOCHER, ALVIN

MAYER, MN
POKORNY, LENORA

SILVER LAKE, MN
POLESKY, WALDEN & 

EMMANUEL
MORGAN, MN

PORATH, PAUL
NORTH MANKATO, MN

PORTELE, FRANK
HUTCHINSON, MN

POTTS, JOHN & SHARON
YOUNG AMERICA, MN

PRECHT, QUINT
HUTCHINSON, MN

PRIOR, NEAL
HUTCHINSON, MN

QUIRING, TODD
WESTBROOK MN

RAATZ, ROBERT
PERHAM, MN

RADUENZ, DIANE K
GLENCOE, MN

RAGO, MICHAEL H
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

RASCHE, CLAUDE H
NORWOOD, MN

REHMANN, NICHOLAS & 
LORI
WINSTED, MN

REID, PAUL A
LINCOLN, NE

REISS, GREGORY
EDEN PRAIRIE, MN

RENO, JEFF & KARLA
EXCELSIOR, MN

ROBINSON, DENISE
C/O TOBIN ROBINSON
HUTCHINSON, MN

ROBINSON, JANET M
BROWNTON, MN

ROEPKE, MARIE
C/O HARLAN ROEPKE
GAYLORD, MN

ROSS, JEFF
ARLINGTON, MN

ROTZIEN, RAYMOND
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

ROUSH, LEO
REDWOOD FALLS, MN

RUCHTI, BRAD & NANCY
SPICER, MN

RUDOLPH, CLAYTON
RED LAKE, MN

SABINSKI, ANDREW
HUTCHINSON, MN

SANVIG, DENNIS
CEDAR FALLS, IA

SATTLER, DOREEN
ROCKVILLE, MN

SCHIRO, DONAVAN
C/O JOAN BRUEGGEMEIER

BELLE PLAINE, MN
SCHMIDT, HARVEY

GLENCOE, MN
SCHMIDT, MARIE

C/O MARCILE ARLT
HUTCHINSON, MN

SCHMIDT, MIKE
C/O HENRY SCHMIDT
COLOGNE, MN

SCHRAMM, VIONA
GREEN ISLE, MN

SCHUETZ, RANDY
HUTCHINSON, MN

SEDESKY, MERRYON
NISSWA, MN

SEE, DENTON
MINNETONKA, MN

SEIBERLICH, EDWARD C
HUTCHINSON, MN

SETH, BRUCE
HUTCHINSON, MN

SHEEHAN, BRIAN
OLIVIA, MN

SIEBENBRUNER, DALE
HARRIS, IA

SILLOWAY, JAMES
WACONIA, MN

SMITH, ROBERT
WINTHROP, MN

SMITH, SCOTT & APRYL
HECTOR, MN

SNEAD, STEVE & LINDA
WALKER, MN

SPRENGELER, MARVIN J
PLATO, MN

STEINHOFF, BRADLEY J
CHANDLER, AZ

STOCKMAN, RUTH
STEWART, MN

STREETER, JOSEPH
ST PAUL, MN

STREICH, RUBY
BROWNTON, MN

SUESS, MARK
HECTOR, MN

TABERY, TERI L
HUTCHINSON, MN

THOM, JARED W
FARGO, ND

TOWNE, PHILIP
MAPLE PLAIN, MN

VAN DAELE, JOY I
WINSTED, MN

VAN SIGNS
C/O MARLIN VANDESTEEG

BIG LAKE, MN
VOTAVA, STEVEN

WINSTED, MN
WADDELL, CHERYL

FOLEY, MN
WAGENER, PETER

LESTER PRAIRIE, MN
WALDNER, TIMOTHY

GLENCOE, MN
WALLGREN, HELEN

WATERTOWN, MN
WALTERS, REBECCA

WINSTED, MN
WATSON, JAMES

GAYLORD, MN
WEIGEL, JEFF

HUTCHINSON, MN
WEISE, CONNIE M

HUTCHINSON, MN
WHITE, MARY

HUTCHINSON, MN
WILER, AMBER

GIBBON, MN
WILLIAMS, RUSSELL D

ST PAUL, MN
WILLIAMSON, BRENT

HUTCHINSON, MN
WOLLMERING, THOMAS G

HASTINGS, MN
WOOSTER, NICK & KIM

HUTCHINSON, MN
WYATT, DAVID & LORRAINE

ELK RIVER, MN
YOUNG, DONALD A

GRASSTON, MN
YOUNG, RODNEY A

ALEXANDRIA, MN
ZDRAZIL, GLEN A

WINSTED, MN
ZIEMAN, RICK L

CHASKA, MN
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See us in booth #2301 in the Ag Tent!
As your Minnesota Ag Connection, Farmfest
consistently:

• Connects 35,000+ attendees with over 625 local and
leading companies in the farming industry.

• Features highly topical educational and political forums
highlighting topics relevant to the issues that face
today's farmers. 

• Presents successful field demonstrations which 
feature the latest technological advancements in the
farming industry.

• Offers programs and entertainment for the family.

Farmfest strives to provide both the
traditional programs that bring
attendees back year after year while
also offering new dynamic events and
programs which are designed both to
entertain and entice new attendees. Join
us August 6-8 at the Gilfillan Estate in
Redwood County, Minnesota!

THE Largest Outdoor Agricultural
Event in Minnesota!

Farmfest 2013 – August 6, 7, 8! – Gilfillan Estate in Redwood County, MN

As a trusted resource with more than 30
years of proven credibility, Farmfest
connects industry leading
manufacturers/providers with decision-
making producers. Visit the Co-op booth
#2301 in the Ag tent.

Farmfest Hours — Tues – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Wed – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Thurs – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission $10 per person – 18 and under are FREE! FREE PARKING!

Use LED night lights for safer hallways, bathrooms,
stairways and more. They cost only pennies to operate
and last tens of thousands of hours! Thank you for
being a Cooperative member.

Use this 
Farmfest Coupon to

receive a FREE LED night
light compliments of

your Cooperative!

When the weather gets

hot, we head

outdoors for sun and

fun. Keep in mind some tips from

the Electrical Safety Foundation

International to make sure

everyone has a safe summer.

Water and electricity
don’t mix
Summer is the season for
swimming and boating, and
awareness of electrical hazards
around water can prevent deaths
and injuries. 

• Sailboats often have masts of 30
feet or more, which are
dangerous when they come into
contact with overhead power
lines. Look up as you get close
to shore, and stay at least 10 feet

away from overhead lines.
Coming into contact with an
energized power line causes
serious and sometimes lethal
electric shock.

• Use covers on outdoor power
outlets, especially near

swimming pools.
Keep cords and
electrical devices
away from the water,
and never handle
electrical items before
you’ve dried off.

• Use a ground fault
circuit interrupter
(GFCI) to help
prevent electrocutions
and electrical shock
injuries. These
devices interrupt the flow of
power when they sense a surge.
Portable GFCIs require no tools
to install and are available at
prices ranging from $12 to $30.

Use common sense
• Never climb a utility pole or

tower. Don’t play on or around
pad-mounted electrical
equipment. Electrical power
poles and utility equipment

should never be used as 
a playground.

• Never climb trees near
power lines. Even if 
the power lines aren't
touching the tree, 
they could touch when
more weight is added to
the branch.

• Fly kites and model
airplanes safely away
from trees and overhead

power lines. If a kite gets tangled
in a tree that’s near power lines,
don’t climb up to get it. Contact
your electric utility for assistance.

• Never go into an electric
substation. Electric substations
contain high-voltage equipment,
which can kill you. Don’t
retrieve a toy or rescue a pet that
goes inside. Call your electric
utility instead.

Use these tips to ensure fond summer memories

A boat mast can easily tip into electrical lines,
causing electrocution. Look up before sailing
near shorelines.

Outside, install ground
fault interrupter outlets,
which will short out when
anything that is plugged
into them comes into
contact with water. They
could save a life.

Continued on Page 5
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• Look up and around you. Always be aware 
of the location of power lines, particularly
when using long metal tools like ladders and
pool skimmers.

Lightning and storms
Lightning strikes are fatal in 10 percent of
victims, and 70 percent suffer serious long-term
effects, according to the National Weather
Service. Because lightning can travel sideways
for up to 10 miles, blue skies are not a sign of
safety. If you hear thunder, take cover.

• If weather conditions indicate a storm, stay
inside—away from doors and windows—or
seek shelter in a low-lying area away from
trees and any metal, including sheds,
clotheslines, poles, and fences. If you’re near
water, stay as far away as possible.

• If you’re in a group, spread out—don’t stand
close together.

• Don’t forget about your pets. Doghouses are
not safe from lightning, and chained animals
are easy targets.

• If your home is flooded during a storm, don’t
turn on appliances or electronics until given the
okay by an electrician. If there’s standing
water, don’t go inside. The water could 
be energized.

Working with large appliances
If your air conditioner goes out, keep a few

things in mind before you start poking around.
Large appliances, such as air conditioners, are
responsible for almost 20 percent of consumer-
product electrocutions each year.

• Understand your electrical system—know
which fuse or circuit breaker controls each
switch, light, and outlet.

• Make sure circuits are turned off before
starting work and take measures to ensure
they’re not turned back on while working.

• Use a circuit tester—always test before 
you touch.

Find more safety tips at esfi.org and at
safeelectricity.org

Never locate electrical appliances such as lamps, heaters, grills,
etc. anywhere near water. Teach your family to dry off before
touching anything electrical.

INDUSTRY
News

Wind farm sued by state
files Chapter 7 bankruptcy

Renewable Energy SD, a seller of wind energy
equipment that was sued for fraud by the 
Minnesota attorney general’s office, has filed for

Chapter 7 bankruptcy.

The attorney general’s lawsuit, filed in Hennepin County
District Court in January, alleges that the company and its sole
owner, Shawn Dooling, 46, of Shorewood, sold farmers in
Minnesota and elsewhere faulty wind turbines using federal
stimulus money aimed at helping the country during the
recession. The company either failed to deliver many of the
turbines or, in some cases, erected turbines that failed to
perform properly or at all, the suit says. About 15 civil
lawsuits have been filed against Renewable Energy SD by its
customers or suppliers.

Renewable Energy SD was forced to stop selling wind
generators in Minnesota after the attorney general’s office
obtained an injunction against the sales, said spokesman Ben
Wogsland of the attorney general’s office. The suit is pending
until a judge determines whether the company should pay
restitution or fines, and whether the company will have any
funds with which to pay them, Wogsland said.

A spokesman for Renewable Energy said the state’s lawsuit
forced the Chapter 7 filing. “The bankruptcy filing was
unavoidable because the company was out of business and
had no way to fund its defense in multiple court cases,”
Renewable Energy attorney Michael McGrath, of Ravich Meyer
in Minneapolis, said in an interview Monday. Most of the
assets listed in the Renewable Energy bankruptcy filing
appear to be speculative. About $6 million of the reported
$6.2 million in assets are in the form of anticipated proceeds
from a $6 million breach-of-contract and fraud lawsuit 
that Renewable Energy filed against wind turbine
manufacturer Polaris America LLC of New Jersey and its 
CEO, Christopher Filos.

In its suit, the attorney general’s office said farmers were told
by Renewable Energy SD that the wind turbines would
produce excess energy that could be sold to the power grid,
earning them $700 to $1,300 a month — money that could
be used to recoup their initial costs within five to 10 years.
The company promised to quickly obtain the necessary
permits, apply for stimulus funds and bank loans, and build
and maintain the turbines.

But the company broke its promises repeatedly, the attorney
general’s suit alleged. When farmers complained, the
company refused to refund their money and pressured them
to buy upgraded equipment to salvage their initial investment.
In some cases, the more-expensive replacements also failed
or produced just a fraction of the promised energy, the
lawsuit alleged. McGrath disagreed. Renewable Energy SD
“did not admit any wrongdoing in the attorney general’s
action,” he said.

But one Renewable Energy customer recalls it differently.
“I’ve never run into a scam this big, and I hope never to run
into another one like it,” said Gerald Crowell, a farmer near
Windom, Minn., in an interview Monday. He bought a windmill
from Renewable Energy for $200,000 in 2010, and paid for
half of it in advance. A tower for the windmill was constructed,
but he never received a wind turbine to put on it. Crowell
suspected something was wrong when Renewable Energy
asked him last year for another $100,000 payment in
advance of the project’s completion. But Crowell refused: “I
figured they were going to go belly up.”

~Star-Tribune
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T etra Pak CPS and Tetra Pak TPPSA of
Winsted are manufacturers of cheese
making equipment and provide

solutions for evaporated and dried powder
technologies. Both companies are part of Tetra
Pak, the world's leading food processing and
packaging solutions company.

Tetra Pak qualified for an energy grant when
they updated to more efficient lighting in an
existing building. They also qualified for an
energy grant by installing high-efficiency
rooftop HVAC units and high-efficiency
lighting in a new building. The energy grants
help to provide financial assistance to
businesses investing in smart energy
technologies that will increase their efficiency
and lower their energy use. This in turn saves
the company money, so they can spend it
elsewhere in their operation.

Tetra Pak employees worked with McLeod
Cooperative Power's energy management
specialists to calculate the energy savings from
each of the lighting and equipment
installations they were considering. Together
they were able to determine which projects
would save them the most money and which
lighting options best fit their needs. Energy
grants are based on the number of kilowatt
hours that can be saved and the reduction in
kW demand. Some of the efficient lighting and
HVAC choices are shown in the photos.

Any farm, business, or industrial customer of
McLeod Cooperative Power is encouraged to
contact the Co-op before starting with a
lighting retrofit, HVAC replacement, equipment
upgrade, building a new building, etc., to see if
their project will qualify for an energy grant or
to learn if there are even more efficient options
available that they have not yet explored.

Several 12.5 ton 13 SEER roof top units can do most of the heating
and cooling for the building. They operate as an air source heat
pump.

These 17 watt LED can lights would replace 65 watt incandescent
lights or 23 watt fluorescent lamps. LED (light emitting diode)
fixtures are one of the newest and most efficient type of lighting,
but in a few applications the cost of the fixture needs to come
down to make the conversion more cost effective.

Two-foot two-lamp T-8 fixtures that use 18.3 watts replaced T-8
lamps that used 31 watts per fixture. Lighting retrofits that reduce
the energy use and kW demand often qualify for energy grants
from the Cooperative for commercial applications.

Six-lamp T-5 high-bay fixtures use only 358 watts each. Tetra Pak
installed these in their new building in 2012. This is an
improvement over the 400-watt metal halide fixtures, used in
many applications with high ceilings, and consume over 425 watts
each. Plus the T-5 high bay fixtures have a better light output.

Energy grants help business members increase efficiency and lower energy costs

Only unmetered yard lights will be installed in the future

Many MCPA members have yard lights. Some
are the metered variety where the energy
used by the light is recorded on the electric

meter. The other variety is the unmetered light where
the energy used by the light does not go through the
meter and the monthly rental fee includes average kWh
used by a light. The monthly rental fee for an
unmetered light is higher but it does include the energy
the light uses.

In the future, McLeod Cooperative will only be
installing the unmetered lights. The transition away
from metered fixtures is due to the high cost of keeping
the metered lights working when they often utilize

wires and connections owned by the member. The
unmetered lights are powered by the Co-op owned
transformer and conductors which are all located at the
top of the pole, and are less costly for us to maintain.

Those members who currently have metered lights will
be able to keep their lights until such a time that they
may fail and need to be replaced. At that time, the 
Co-op will assist the member in determining if a
replacement with an unmetered light will work. The
Cooperative will work with each member individually
when more than a simple repair or bulb change is
required and a replacement or removal of the light 
are required.
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T he American Red Cross chapter
headquartered in Mankato, MN,
provides disaster relief to those

in McLeod, Renville and Sibley
Counties, as well as serving five other
counties in south central Minnesota.
Last year they provided services to
1,568 people total and 447 in McLeod,
Renville and Sibley Counties. Included
in this number are the 40+ Hutchinson
residents who received food, shelter,
clothing, and other services when they
were displaced after large apartment
fires last year.

Over 210 times a day across the
country, the Red Cross responds to
disasters and other catastrophic
events. In Minnesota, they respond
every 14 hours to a disaster in local
communities. However, they are not
just responding, they are helping their
friends and neighbors get back on
their feet and rebuild their lives.
Through their blood services, they are
able to provide blood and blood
products to local hospitals, ensuring
those in need have the lifesaving
blood they need.

The Red Cross provides assistance to
residents who have lost their home
and/or belongings to natural and
man-made disasters such as fire, flood,
or tornado. Disaster relief can include
food, clothing, shelter, disaster health
and mental health services and more.
The severity of the disaster dictates
the assistance. They also recruit and
train volunteers, and provide
specialized training for individuals
interested in receiving training at the
advanced level to supervise and direct
disaster operations. The American Red

Cross also provides disaster
preparedness education to the public
on how to prepare for and react to
disasters. Each year they teach first aid
from children up to professional
responders. The Red Cross teaches
thousands how to swim each year and
provides trained lifeguards for the
many swimming spots in Minnesota.

The American Red Cross received a
$500 grant from McLeod Cooperative
Power's Operation Round Up Trust.
The group had requested $2,000 but
our Operation Round Up Trust was
unable to donate that large of an
amount due to our level of
participation from members. We
would really like to see the number of
members who round up their bill to
the nearest dollar increase so we
could meet the funding needs of more
of the organizations that apply. It
would make it possible for groups like
the Red Cross to get a higher level of
funding for disaster relief, volunteer
training, and disaster preparedness
prevention. Just fill out the coupon to
join Operation Round Up.

Yes, sign me up for Operation Round Up. I understand that my
bills will be rounded up to the next dollar amount and the proceeds
will be used for local charitable programs.

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City:_________________ Zip Code:__________________

Account #: ____________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________

American Red CrossFocus on Operation
Round Up recipient:

Local Disaster Action Team responding to a disaster.
Rebates for load management, Energy

Star appliances, and energy
conservation grants will have limited

funding for 2013. Rebates will be processed
on a first come, first serve basis and when
we run out of funding for 2013, rebates will
cease. So do not delay if you are planning
on making a purchase of an energy-efficient
heat pump, refrigerator or other eligible
product, especially if you are counting on a
rebate. Make your purchase and turn in
your rebate paperwork right away.

Rebates are limited to $2,000 maximum per
consumer. Equipment must be purchased

and installed to qualify for rebate funds. If
you are planning a project and depending
on rebate funds, please call the Cooperative
and we can give you an estimate on the
amount of rebate dollars still available at
that time.

If you have questions on rebates for 2013
call the Cooperative at 1-800-494-6272.
Visit our website at www.mcleodcoop.com to
download rebate forms for ground source
heat pumps and appliances. Forms for air
source heat pump installations are
completed by your certified installer.

Changes to ENERGY STAR rebate program for 2013

Rebates for high-efficiency heat pumps will continue to require installation by a
"registered contractor" which has been designated as a quality installer and is
listed on the hvacreducation.net web site. A list of all “registered contractors”

in Minnesota is on our Cooperative web site at www.mcleodcoop.com.

$2000 maximum rebate per member. All 2013 rebates are on a 
first-come, first-served basis, while funds last.
Refrigerator/freezer units will require recycling of the old unit to
qualify for rebates.

2013 Rebates
Ground Source Heat Pumps (controlled or uncontrolled)

Residential ..............................................................................................$400/ton
Commercial ..............................................................................................$400/ton

Air Source Heat Pump
13 SEER ........................................................................................................$330
14 SEER ........................................................................................................$480
15 SEER ........................................................................................................$580
16 SEER or higher ........................................................................................$630

Ductless Air Source Heat Pump ....................................................................$300
Storage Space Heating ..............................................................................$ 40/kW
ECM Motor ..........................................................................................................$100
Uncontrolled electric water heater going on the Storage Water Heating

with high efficiency water heater* ................................................................$300
New construction or gas conversion to Storage Water Heating*........$300
Peak shave to Storage Water Heating* ......................................................$300
Heat pump water heater - new construction............................................$100
Heat pump water heater replacing non-controlled electric ................$200
ENERGY STAR Refrigerator with recycling of old unit ..............................$75
ENERGY STAR Freezer with recycling of old unit ......................................$75
*(Marathon or equivalent energy rated heater)

Local responder Walter Roberts comforts an individual displaced
by disaster.

Rebate funds still available for a short time

Members helping members and members
helping their community = 

Operation Round Up 

M embers giving a
few cents by
rounding up

their electric bill can
multiply to dollars for
local charities that build
up our whole community.
Members who sign up for
Operation Round Up will
have their monthly
electric bill rounded up to
the nearest dollar.
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I n May, CapX2020 construction crews used
helicopters to install wire on several structures
at the Minnesota River near Redwood Falls.

Work included attaching wire from the side of a
helicopter. The wire installed is called “lead line,"
which is then connected to the permanent wire and
pulled through with ground-based machinery.
Using helicopters to perform work enables wire to
be installed in difficult-to-access areas, and helps
protect sensitive environmental areas, such as
wetlands. Helicopters were also used to install bird
diverters in Sibley County.

The Brookings County-Hampton project is a 25-
mile 345 kV transmission line between the
Brookings County Substation in South Dakota, and
the Hampton Substation in Dakota County,
Minnesota. The first segment, between Renville
County and Scott County, is expected to be
energized this summer; the segment between
Renville County and Lyon County is expected to
be energized in early 2014.

exede by ViaSat exceeds any expectations
you have of satellite technology and
speed! This new service, offered by your
Cooperative, can even exceed the
average DSL speed! If you long for a
faster, more satisfying internet
experience, this is what you’ve been
waiting for!

exede offers three packages that all have
12 Mbps download speed and 3 Mbps
upload speed! The only difference is the
monthly usage amount. Call your
Cooperative today for more information
and/or to get your name on our
installation schedule!

Indulge your need
for speed with
exede.  Call today!

exedesm

Satellite
High-Speed
Internet 
from ViaSat

320-864-3148
800-494-6272

The lead line is being installed south
of the Cedar Mountain Substation in
Renville County using a helicopter.

Bird diverters are
installed on the
transmission line in
Sibley County.
Photo by MCPA employee 
Debbie Ebert.

Remind farmers,
construction
workers, and
others to be
careful when
working near
power lines.

CapX2020 used
helicopters to
string wire on
several structures
near the
Minnesota River

CapX2020 used
helicopters to
string wire on
several structures
near the
Minnesota River


