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Ethan Ryberg is a student at BOLD
High School. From June 16-21,
Ethan represented McLeod

Cooperative Power on the Washington
D.C. Youth Tour. The trip is organized by
the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association. Ethan travelled with a
coalition of students from Minnesota. In
the capital city they joined with students
from 42 other states to learn about
government, cooperatives, and the history
of our country.

When asked about the trip, Ethan’s
comments were, “It was awesome,” and
“It was the greatest experience of my
life.” He really enjoyed visiting the

Newseum and the Smithsonian. The tour
participants had a lot of sightseeing
jammed into less than a week.

Ethan shared that he came home with a
greater appreciation for our elected
officials. “I didn’t go into it thinking
about government but after the trip 
I have a different perspective; after seeing
how difficult the legislators’ jobs are,”
said Ethan.

Ethan is the son of Brian and Sandy
Ryberg of rural Buffalo Lake. They are
members of McLeod Co-op Power.

See related article and more photos on page 2
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THE Largest Outdoor Agricultural Event in Minnesota!

NEWSNEWS
As a trusted resource with 31 years of proven
credibility, Farmfest connects industry leading
manufacturers/providers with decision making
producers. Visit the Co-op booth #2301 in the Ag tent.

Farmfest strives to provide both the traditional
programs that bring attendees back year after year
while also offering new dynamic events and 
programs which are designed both to entertain and
entice new attendees. 

• Connects 35,000+ attendees with over 625 local
and leading companies in the farming industry. 

• Features highly topical educational and political
forums highlighting topics relevant to the issues
that face today’s farmers. 

• Presents successful field demonstrations which
feature the latest technological advancements in
the farming industry. 

• Offers programs and entertainment for the 
entire family.

Join us for the 31st Annual Farmfest!

Show Hours — Tues., Aug. 7 – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Wed., Aug. 8 – 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Thurs., Aug. 9 – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission $10 per person – 18 and under are FREE! 
FREE PARKING. No pets allowed

FARMFEST 2012

Ethan Ryberg was our representative on the national Youth Tour

They cost only pennies to operate and last tens of thousands of hours! 
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Washington D.C. Youth Tour

largest ever in 2012

Y
oung people from 43 states spent nearly a week in the nation’s capital

as guests of NRECA, its member electric cooperatives and their

statewide associations.

However, instead of just seeing the sights as tourists, they also spent time

talking to members of Congress about important issues affecting their

families and the nation’s future.

“We have 1,566 of you here this year, with 281 chaperones from co-ops

across the country,” said Randy Dwyer, NRECA’s director of grassroots

advocacy, during the Youth Day rally, June 18. “This is the largest Youth Tour

ever, and each of you has an important job to do for your families and your

communities on Capitol Hill.”

The young people joined more than 50,000 high school-aged students who

have spent time with lawmakers since 1957 to put a personal face on the

benefits rural electrification continues to bring to their communities.

“There are many issues that matter as we move forward as a nation to make

sure that we have the electricity we need to be a prosperous and productive

country,” Dwyer said. “The work these students are here to do is every bit as

critical as it was when NRECA assumed sponsorship of the Electric Youth

Tour in 1964.”

While they wore T-shirts, shorts and jeans much of the week, each of them

spent a few hours dressed for business. Instead of just walking around the

U.S. Capitol complex, they ventured inside to meet with lawmakers in

offices and conference rooms not to hear speeches, but to ask questions and

get answers.

“Young people are the future of the nation’s electric co-ops, and the time

they spent with lawmakers is important to that future,” said Brian Cavey,

NRECA’s vice president of legislative affairs. “We’re at a point when very few

people can remember the day the lights came on. We need to recapture

that passion and that enthusiasm to tell the co-op story.”

David Landis, a former Nebraska state senator, has portrayed Sen. George

Norris, R-Neb., an early advocate of rural electrification, at dozens of co-op

events, including several youth day rallies. This year, he spent more time

focusing on the decades-long struggle to bring power to farms and ranches.

“Rural electrification was not inevitable,” Landis said. 

“It was wrung out of the political fabric by strong-minded people who

would not give up.” Mike Schlappi, a four-time U.S. Paralympics medalist

paralyzed by an accidental gunshot at 14 years of age, reinforced the

message with his ninth rally appearance.

“They are the future of our country, so I try to inspire them and let them

know they matter,” Schlappi told ECT.coop. “I share my story with them and

hope they can attach it to their lives and create bright futures for

themselves and their communities.”

BOLD student Ethan Ryberg, and the
delegation of Minnesota students he
travelled with, are shown at the
Lincoln Memorial, meeting with
Senator Amy Klobuchar and seeing
the sites of Washington D.C. Ethan
was the cooperative’s
representative on the NRECA
Washington D.C. Youth Tour.
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CAPITAL CREDIT CHECKS THAT CAME BACK IN 2011 
We are looking for current mailing addresses of the following former Co-op members who had capital credit checks returned to us

by the post office in 2012. These were for 1992 revenue and a portion of 2010 revenue. Please notify our office if you have a
current mailing address for anyone listed or you may have the consumer below contact us directly. Thank you for your help.

ADVANCED METAL
FINISHING

HUTCHINSON, MN
ALBERS, GARTH

WADENA, MN
ANDERSON, AUDREY V

ELK RIVER, MN
ANDERSON, DWAYNE H

HUTCHINSON, MN
ANDERSON, KEM D

GLENCOE, MN
ANDERSON, NORMAN E

SILVER LAKE, MN
ANDERSON, RYAN

SILVER LAKE, MN
ANDRESS, DAWN

HOPKINS, MN
ANVID, TINA MARIE

SAGINAW, MN
ARNESON, DEBRA O

LESTER PRAIRIE, MN
ARNESON, ROBERT J

HUTCHINSON, MN
ARNESON, STEVEN J

HUTCHINSON, MN
ARNOLD, PEGGY

ARLINGTON, MN
ASCHINGER, WILLIAM T

NEWTOWN, PA
BAILEY, L NEIL

HOLLISTER, MO
BARRY, STEVEN H

MONTICELLO, UT
BAUMANN, VIRGIL

NEW GERMANY, MN
BAUMCHEN, VELMA

WACONIA, MN
BECKMAN, TIMOTHY  

ORTONVILLE, MN
BENOY, CAROL ANN

LESTER PRAIRIE, MN
BJORKLUND, THOMAS R

ST PAUL, MN
BLASER, WANDA

ARLINGTON, MN
BOELTER, MAYNARD

PRIOR LAKE, MN
BONNEMA, JASON

HUTCHINSON, MN
BOURGEOIS, DAVID J

GLENCOE, MN
BREN, CRAIG

WACONIA, MN
BRICKZIN, BRIAN

GLENCOE, MN
BRIESKE, MICHAEL

BOISE, ID
BRITANNIA TRUCK & TRL 

WINTHROP, MN
BRITANNIA TRUCK & TRL
SLS, C/O KAREN GREGG

GIBBON, MN
BROWN, STEVEN & 

KIMBERLY
HUTCHINSON, MN

BRYANT, GARY & BETTY
NEWPORT NEWS, VA

BUCKALEW, WILLIAM E
HILLMAN, MN

BUERKLE, LAWRENCE
EXCELSIOR, MN

BUNES, TAYLOR
HUTCHINSON, MN

BURGE, BRENT
STEWART, MN

BURNS, TIMOTHY R
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

BURTT, MICHAEL L
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

CANO, "ALFONSO L, SR"
GLENCOE, MN

CARSON, TIMOTHY J
WINSTED, MN

CEMINSKI, ERVIN
PARK RAPIDS, MN

CHRISTENSEN, 
VERNON G, 
HUTCHINSON, MN

CIN, DANA
NAPLES, FL

CITIZENS ST BANK 
GIBBON, C/O FDIC, 
KANSAS CITY, MO

CLARK,JESS
HECTOR, MN

COMPEAN, ALBERTO
NEW AUBURN, MN

CORRADI, BRIAN R
WATERTOWN, MN

COWAN, THOMAS D
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

CRUSER, PRESTON
HUTCHINSON, MN

CULHANE, JOE P
ARLINGTON, MN

CZECH, CYNTHIA
GLENCOE, MN

DD CABLE HOLDINGS INC
DENVER, CO

DAHL, TIMOTHY R
ARLINGTON, MN

DAHL, WILLIAM
WAVERLY, MN

DEMARS, MICHAEL
HUTCHINSON, MN

DERAAD, DELBERT & 
MIKE
LAKEVILLE, MN

DEUTCHMAN, I E
ELK RIVER, MN

DIAZ, CYNTHIA
LESTER PRAIRIE, MN

DIEMERT, INEZ
NEW ULM, MN

DIEPOLD, ORVILLE E
BROWNTON, MN

DOBRATZ, SCOTT
HUTCHINSON, MN

DOERR, WALTER
C/O LARRY DOERR
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

DOERING, TIMOTHY  
LITCHFIELD, MN

DOLAN, LARRY
HUTCHINSON, MN

DOYLE, BLAIR & TOBIN
HOLLYWOOD, FL

DREWES, KENNETH
ALBANY, MO

DUESTERHOEFT, 
SCOTT/ALLISON
STEWART, MN

DUPUIS, TIMM
MENOMONIE, WI

EDINGER, BRIAN
HEWITT, MN

EDWARDS, DONNA D
SLEEPY EYE, MN

ERICKSON, CINDY
WATERTOWN, MN

FIECKE, JIM
DELANO, MN

FIMON, KAREN C
HUTCHINSON, MN

FIMON, SELMA
C/O CAROL LANGE
HECTOR, MN

FINKBINER, WILLIAM
NEW ULM, MN

FIRENZ, TODD
ST CLOUD, MN

FISCHER, R THOMAS
ZUMBRO FALLS, MN

FISHER, MICHAEL G
HUTCHINSON, MN

FLORES, BRAD
EAU CLAIRE, WI

FORSTNER, MARK K
HUTCHINSON, MN

FREDRICKSON, KEN
HUTCHINSON, MN

FUENTES, OSCAR
GLENCOE, MN

FURIN, GEARY A
DARWIN, MN

GEHRKE, ALVIN
WINTHROP, MN

GEIDANS, PETER & 
REBECCA
NORWOOD, MN

GODING, ROBERT
WHITEHOUSE, TX

GORANSON, BRADLEY
MAYER, MN

GREAT PLAINS SUPPLY 
INC., WAITE PARK, MN

GREEN, GREGORY
REDFIELD, SD

GRENKE, RUTH
C/O KAY FALLING
GLENCOE, MN

GRIMM, MILAN
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

GROCHOW, MRS RUTH
HAMEL, MN

GUENINGSMAN, ANDY
WINSTED, MN

GUERRERO, ROY
BROWNTON, MN

GUPTILL, JIM & 
GAIL ARETZ
BROWNTON, MN

HACKER, BENITA
COSMOS, MN

HACKER, PAUL  
BUFFALO, MN

HALONEN, DREW
ROCKFORD, MN

HALVORSON, LEE
LAKE MILLS, IA

HAMMERSLAND, CHERYL
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

HANES, PATRICK J
BUFFALO, MN

HANSEN, CHERYL
HAMEL, MN

HANSEN, DARRELL D
HUTCHINSON, MN

HARBARTH, RAYMOND
HUTCHINSON, MN 

HASSE, GARY
HUTCHINSON, MN

HAUER, MILDRED
WINTHOP, MN

HAWKINSON, MARY 
WINTHROP, MN

HEDEEN, JAMES E
HUTCHINSON, MN

HEDTKE, DOROTHY M
HECTOR, MN

HELLAND, WENDY
LESTER PRAIRIE, MN

HENKE, ELLSWORTH
BROWNTON, MN

HERD, DARRIN
BROWNTON, MN

HERRIGES, THOMAS L
LAGUNA HILLS, CA

HEWITT, ROBERT  
GAYLORD, MN

HIRMAN, JAMES A
LANESBORO, MN

HOECKE, REUBEN
MELROSE, MN

HOERNEMANN, 
ORVILLE J. 
GLENCOE, MN

HOFF, JANE
HUTCHINSON, MN

HOLASEK, GEORGENE
WINSTED, MN

HUFFMAN, JAY
PRIOR LAKE, MN

HUIRAS, TIMOTHY & 
JENNY
HUTCHINSON, MN

HUNTER, ARLAN & 
BEVERLY
GREEN ISLE, MN

JABLONSKI, PATRICIA
COTTONWOOD, AZ

JACOBSON, BRUCE
CHASKA, MN

JACOBSON, LYNN
HUTCHINSON, MN

JAKEL, KENNETH L
GREEN ISLE, MN

JENNEKE, TROY
BROWNTON, MN

JENSEN, KEITH D
COLUMBIA, MO

JOHNSON, CAROL I
ORLANDO, FL

JOHNSON, MARLIN & 
DEBBY
YOUNG AMERICA, MN

JOHNSON, STEPHEN D
DAVENPORT, FL

KARG, KAREN M
HUTCHINSON, MN

KIETZMAN, DEBORAH
GIBBON, MN

KJENSTAD, ALVIN
GLENCOE, MN

KLEIN, ERIC & WENDY
HUTCHINSON, MN

KLITZKE, WAYNE A
PARK RAPIDS, MN

KMETT, JANET
OSSEO, MN

KMETT, RICHARD
C/O LYLE KMETT
HOPKINS, MN

KOESTER, CLARA
GLENCOE, MN

KONTZ, JONATHAN C
DASSEL, MN

KORKEMEIER, ANTHONY 
B., GIBBON, MN

KOTTKE FARMS
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

KOTTKE, ROGER E
ELK RIVER, MN

KRABILL, DONALD
WABASHA, MN

KRAFT, DAVID
ANNANDALE, MN

KRUEGER, ARNOLD W
WINTHROP, MN

KRUSE, JOHN A
C/O JOHN KRUSE
DEER RIVER, MN

KUIAWINSKI, DAWN
SOUTH RANGE, WI

LANGE, DONALD H
WAVERLY, MN

LARSON, HARVEY & 
ELIZABETH
WINSTED, MN

LARSON, PHILLIP T
HECTOR, MN

LARSON, SCOTT A
HUTCHINSON, MN

LEE, DONALD E
FT MYERS, FL

LEHMAN, KEVIN L
BOZEMAN, MT

LEITHEISER, MARK
WINTHROP, MN

LEMOINE, JIM
WACONIA, MN

LENTSCH, KEVIN J
ALEXANDRIA, MN

LHOTKA, MARY V
C/O GEORGE LHOTKA
SILVER LAKE, MN

LIESKE, MARY
HENDERSON, MN

LINDE, PAUL E
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

LONG, ARLIN
HUTCHINSON, MN

LORENTZ, STEVEN & 
ELIZABETH
PLAINFIELD, IL

LUND, CLARENCE 
C/O RENAE LUND
WACONIA, MN

LUND, MARTHA M
DURHAM, NC

LUTGEN, BRADLEY & 
DALE
GLENCOE, MN

MACKEDANZ, DARREL
CASPER, WY

MACKEDANZ, EVERETT
C/O DOLORES M 
WENDORFF
HUTCHINSON, MN

MAHER, ROBERT J
HARLAN, IA

MALCHOW, MAGDALEN
HUTCHINSON, MN

MANLEY, STEVEN
BROWNTON, MN

MARTIN, KELLY S
AUSTIN, MN

MATZ, TIM & KIM
LITCHFIELD, MN

MAU, STEVEN & 
AUGUSTSON
DARWIN, MN

MCI TELECOMMUNCATIONS
CHICAGO, IL

MCINTIRE, TINA
HUTCHINSON, MN

MELBERG, JULIE
HUTCHINSON, MN

MILLS, SANDRA
LAS VEGAS, NV

MOTLEY, BLANCHE
HUTCHINSON, MN

MOTOROLA CRC
SCHAUMBURG, IL

MUNSON, JULIE
HUTCHINSON, MN

MURPHY, ROBERT
HECTOR, MN

NANCE, ROBERT
HUTCHINSON, MN

NAROG, RAY J
LAKEVILLE, MN

NELSON, ARVID
HUTCHINSON, MN

NELSON, BONNIE K
LOWELL, OR

NELSON, DOUGLAS B
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

NELSON, FRANK
OSAKIS, MN

NEMITZ, KEVIN
STAPLES, MN

NIECE, LISA D
BROWNTON, MN

NIEHAUS, JOHN
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

OBERG, JERALD
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

OLSEN, STEVEN
NEW ULM, MN

OLSON, DONNA
WINTHROP, MN

OLSON, OSWALD
WINTHROP, MN

OLSON, STEVEN J
ARLINGTON, MN

ORDORFF, DAN & ASHLEY
MONTROSE, MN

OTTO, LOWELL D
C/O G M GROOKS
DARWIN, MN

PADILLA, DAN & CHERYL
COVINA, CA

PADILLA, DONALD
C/O DAGNY M 
PADILLA
SAN DIEGO, CA

PALMYRA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
HECTOR, MN

PASKET, LANCE
WATERTOWN, MN

PATTEE, DAVID
GLENCOE, MN

PEAVY, BRYAN R
HUTCHINSON, MN

PERIS, JAMES
C/O KIM STROMMER
OLIVIA, MN

PERSCHAU, CYRIL
C/O LORRAINE 
PERSCHAU
GLENCOE, MN

PETERSON, STEVEN J
ANDOVER, MN

PETRON, THEODORE L
COLOGNE, MN

PILARSKI, JAMES
ANNANDALE, MN

PLATH, ERWIN C
COKATO, MN

PLOCHER, ALVIN
MAYER, MN

POKORNOWSKI, CRYSTAL
SILVER LAKE, MN

POKORNY, RICK, C/O 
LENORA POKORNY
SILVER LAKE, MN

POLESKY, WALDEN & 
EMMANUEL
MORGAN, MN

POPP, ADELAIDE
HUTCHINSON, MN

PORATH, PAUL
NORTH MANKATO, MN

PORTELE, FRANK
HUTCHINSON, MN

POTTS, JOHN & SHARON
YOUNG AMERICA, MN

PRATT, YVETTE
GLENCOE, MN

PRIOR, NEAL 
HUTCHINSON, MN

PUENTES, ANGEL
VENTURA, CA

QUAST, KATHERINE M
WINSTED, MN

QUIRING, TODD
WESTBROOK, MN

RAATZ, ROBERT
PERHAM, MN

RAGO, MICHAEL H
MINNEAPOLIS, MN

REID, PAUL A
LINCOLN, NE

REISS, GREGORY
EDEN PRAIRIE, MN

REMMEL, ARNOLD H
NEW RICHLAND, MN

REMUS, JAKE E
PRIOR, LAKE, MN

RENO, JEFF & KARLA
EXCELSIOR, MN

RICE, RICKEY
WINTHROP, MN

RICK, JEREMY
HUTCHINSON, MN

RICKE-WIRTANEN, ELAINE
HUTCHINSON, MN

ROBEY, JOANNE
CHASKA, MN

ROBINSON, JANET M
BROWNTON, MN

ROEHRICH, MONICA L
HUTCHINSON, MN

ROEPKE, MARIE
GAYLORD, MN

ROSS, JEFF
ARLINGTON, MN

ROUSH, LEO
REDWOOD FALLS, MN

RUCHTI, BRAD & NANCY
SPICER, MN

RUDOLPH, CLAYTON
RED LAKE, MN

RUTLEDGE, LENNY
HUTCHINSON, MN

SABINSKI, ANDREW
HUTCHINSON, MN

SANTIAGO, JOSE E
PRESCOTT, WI

SANVIG, DENNIS
CEDAR FALLS, IA

SATTLER, DOREEN
ROCKVILLE, MN

SAXTON, MICHAEL W
EDINA, MN

SCHAFER, RUTH
SUN CITY, AZ

SCHATZ GROUP GMAC
STEELE PROPP-REO 
DEPT, HOPKINS, MN

SCHLEETER, LAVONNE
GLENCOE, MN

SCHMIDT, MARIE
C/O MARCILE ARLT
HUTCHINSON, MN

SCHMIDT, MIKE
C/O HENRY SCHMIDT
COLOGNE, MN

SCHMIDT, RONALD R
ELY, MN

SCHUETZ, RANDY
HUTCHINSON, MN

SCHULTE, HARLAN
& MARTY COLEMER
HUTCHINSON, MN

SCHULTZ, CRAIG
HENDERSON, MN

SEABURG, LARRY
WAYZATA, MN 

SEDESKY, MERRYON
NISSWA, MN

SEE, DENTON
MINNETONKA, MN

SEIBERLICH, EDWARD C
HUTCHINSON, MN

SETH, BRUCE
HUTCHINSON, MN

SIEBENBRUNER, DALE
HARRIS, IA

SIELING, KEVIN
GLENCOE, MN

SILLOWAY, JAMES
WACONIA, MN

SIMPSON, WALLACE
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

SJ LOUIS CONSTRUCTION
ST CLOUD, MN

SLETTEN, PAUL & NICOLE
FT MYERS, FL

SMITH, JOHN G & RENEE
CHANHASSEN, MN

SMITH, ROBERT
WINTHROP, MN

SNEAD, STEVE & LINDA
WALKER, MN

SOLUM, LAWRENCE
HECTOR, MN

SPEIKERS, BRAD J
LESTER PRAIRIE, MN

STAFKI, DANIEL
EDEN VALLEY, MN

STOEL, TRAVIS & RANDI
LAKE WILSON, MN

STONE, LLOYD
C/O LUCILE STONE
HUTCHINSON, MN

STREICH, RUBY
BROWNTON, MN

SWANSON, MIRIAM
HUTCHINSON, MN

TABERY, TERI L
HUTCHINSON, MN

TANNER, BARRY  
BLOOMINGTON, MN

THOR, VERNON C
C/O CHARLES THOR
HUTCHINSON, MN

TRAXLER, KACEY A
C/O HARRIET 
TRAXLER
CARVER, MN

TRUAX, MICHAEL W
EXCELSIOR, MN

TURNER, DANA
EDEN PRAIRIE, MN

TVINNEREIM, MARLIN & 
CONNIE
WACONIA, MN

TWETTEN, NEAL B
NEVIS, MN

VACEK, STEPHEN
HUTCHINSON, MN

VANDERSCHAAF, ROBERT
C/O BRUCE 
VANDERSCHAAF
CRYSTAL, MN

VANDOREN, EMILY
WINSTED, MN

VANGILDER, RICHARD
HUTCHINSON, MN

VANHOVE, TIMOTHY
NEW AUBURN, MN

VAUGHN, JASON
BOONE, IA

VERHEY, DOMINIC
HUTCHINSON, MN

WADDELL, CHERYL
FOLEY, MN

WAGENER, PETER   
LESTER PRAIRIE, MN

WANDERSEE, SANDRA
HOPKINS, MN

WANGERIN, THOMAS
GLENCOE, MN

WATSON, JAMES
GAYLORD, MN

WENDLANDT, NANCY
ST. FRANCIS, MN

WESTLUND, WILLIAM
MADISON, TN

WHELPLEY, BARRY L
ST PAUL, MN

WILHELM, KEVIN
ARLINGTON, MN

WILKIE, ROGER
C/O SHARON WILKIE
DUNSEITH, ND

WILLETTE, MEGAN
GLENCOE, MN

WILLIAMS, RUSSELL D
ST PAUL, MN

WILLIAMS, VERNON D
GRAYLAND, WA

WILLIAMSON, BRENT
HUTCHINSON, MN

WINKELMAN, DANNEY & 
CHRISTINE
NORWOOD, MN

WITTE, ELEANOR
BUFFALO LAKE, MN

WITTE, MARK A
OSSEO, MN

WOLLMERING, THOMAS G
HASTINGS, MN

WYATT, DAVID & 
LORRAINE
ELK RIVER, MN

YORK, DAMON
ELK MOUND, WI

YOUNG, DONALD A
GRASSTON, MN

YOUNG, RODNEY A
ALEXANDRIA, MN

ZIEGLER, BERNARD
BRAINERD, MN
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Y our

Cooperative

has an

excellent history of safe and reliable power

when you need it. However, severe weather

like we’ve experienced these last two summers

inevitably leads to outages. When a summer

(or winter) storm knocks out power to your

home, you may have questions about why 

it sometimes takes awhile before the power 

is restored. 

There is a systematic power restoration
hierarchy that must be followed to restore the
most outages in the quickest fashion while
maintaining utmost safety for our line crews.

Transmission Lines (1):
Transmission lines bring wholesale
electricity into our system and to our
substations from power generating plants.
Your Cooperative doesn’t own or maintain
transmission lines. The June 17 storm took
down several Xcel/Great River Energy
transmission lines, cutting power to two area
substations. Waiting for those repairs can
take some time, since transmission line
crews aren’t usually local.

Substations (2):
When wholesale power is brought into the
substations, the power is stepped down to a
lower voltage and then sent out to
transformers at homes and businesses. If
there is a problem at a substation from a
lightening hit or other malfunction, that must
be repaired first before electricity can be

distributed. We could make all the repairs
necessary at your location, but if the
substation isn’t able to distribute power, then
you still will be without electricity. When a
substation goes out, this will affect a great
number of members. Often it’s possible to
back-feed from another substation. In the
case of a wide-spread storm affecting several
substations, sometimes this isn’t an option.

Main Circuits (3):
Main (primary) circuits carry electricity from
the substations out to secondary or tap lines.
A substation may be able to transfer
electricity but if the primary circuits are
down, it won’t go anywhere. Primary circuits
are the backbone of the Cooperative’s
system. If there is an issue with a primary,
this will affect a large number of members.

Tap Circuits (4):
Taps (or secondary) lines connect to the 
main circuit and carry electricity to smaller
numbers of members. Repairs on taps 
begin after the main circuits are up and
functioning properly.

Service lines (5):
These lines are the circuits that bring power
directly to your home or business. Repairs to
these wires come last, simply because
repairing these lines won’t do any good if
there is a problem in the tap circuits, main
circuit, substation or transmission line.

Sometimes it’s possible to be without power
even when you’re neighbor is restored because
you are served by two different tap or
secondary lines. Plus, your neighbor’s repair
may have been a simple fix, while yours isn’t.
The best option is to remain patient. Our crews
take their mission very seriously and work hard
to restore every member as quickly as possible.

When a power outage occurs, please do your

part and call in, even if you think your
neighbor did so and it’s not necessary. If
everyone calls in with outage information, it
will help our crews better understand if the
outage is localized or wide-spread and will
help them restore power more quickly 
and efficiently.

Before you call in an outage:

1Make sure it isn’t your own equipment. The
Co-op is only responsible for power up to

your meter. If the problem is on your side of
the meter, calling out a crew will result in a
service charge.

2Check your fuses to make sure they aren’t
blown. If you have a circuit breaker, look

for any tripped breakers. If there is one or more
tripped breakers, push the handle to the “off”
position before flipping to the “Reset” position.

3 If your meter is on the pole, check both
your service panel and any fuses or

breakers located below the meter on the pole. 
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INDUSTRY
News

Fly ash for longevity

Clean air in coal country

Believe it or not, the energy that we use to light
our homes and the roads that we use every day
to travel to our destinations have something in

common: fly ash. Fly ash is an end product of the coal
combustion cycle that ordinarily would end up in our
landfills as waste, but in recent years we have
discovered that it can be recycled and applied to
transportation construction materials. By adding fly ash
to our concrete mixtures, Minnesotans now have more
durable roadways that cost less to build.

In Minnesota, fly ash has been used in projects that
range from Trunk Highway 169 near Onamia to Highway
14 from Rochester to Mankato to the new 35W Bridge.
It’s also found in the concrete in the new Twins
ballpark, Target Field. Our roads, bridges, airport
runways and railway systems are now built with fly ash
because it increases the strength of the concrete. Fly
ash allows contractors to double the lifespan of roads
and build bridges that will stand for 100 years. 

Leaders in the energy and construction industries
strongly urge our policy makers to swiftly pass a federal
transportation bill that includes the fly-ash language.
After all, we have critical infrastructure needs,
particularly after the devastation caused by flash
flooding in the Arrowhead region of the state. Let’s
make progress in the most common-sense way
possible.

Written by, Mark Glaess, General Manager, 
Minnesota Rural Electric Association 

~Minnpost.com

If you’ve been wondering if a home security system

makes sense for you and your family, here are some

statistics that you should be aware of:

• A home intrusion occurs every 13 seconds. That’s
2.5 million each year nationwide!

• 1 out of 3 residential assaults are the result of a
burglary.

• Identity theft is the fastest-growing crime in the
U.S. and is often the result of a home burglary
where thieves obtained your information.

• 85% of break-ins are from non-professionals who
are typically more desperate and dangerous.

• Insurance agencies offer discounts up to 20% when
a home security system is installed.

• Thieves prefer easy access, typically in the back of a
residence through a door or window.

• Home security statistics tell us that tools used are
usually simple; a screwdriver, pliers, pry bars and
small hammers are the most common.

• Nearly 66% of all burglaries are residential (home)
break-ins.

• The highest percentage of burglaries occur during
the summer months. July and August are the most
frequent months for break-ins.

• Homes without security systems are up to 300%
more likely to be broken into.

How do Home Security Systems lessen my chances

of being a victim?

• Burglars will usually bypass a home that they
believe has a sophisticated burglar alarm system.

• Home security statistics tell us that when the
security system’s siren goes off, burglars leave
immediately without entering the residence.

• They provide peace of mind that an intruder won’t
be in the residence when children come home    
from school or residents come home unexpectedly.

• Home Security Systems can also alert for fire/smoke
in a residence, water in the basement, sump pump
malfunction, low temperature and power outages.

Heartland Security Services is owned by fourteen
Electrical Cooperatives in Minnesota and Iowa,
including your Cooperative. For more information,
you can access their website at:
www.heartlandss.com or call their Melrose office:
888-264-6380

Alarming home security statistics

“Many states rely on computer models to
track air quality, but in North Dakota, the
Department of Health relies on actual air

monitors. These monitors show that the air in Mercer
County, N.D., which is home to several power plants
and the nation’s only commercial synthetic natural gas
plant, is as clean as it is anywhere in the state,
including Bismarck and Fargo. Both of these North
Dakota cities were recognized by the American Lung
Association recently as having some of the cleanest air
in the United States.

Marie Hoff asserts that “coal kills”(“Natural gas wins,
coal loses in 2012,” Page A4, June 23) What I’ve read
about the complexities involved in trying to link
exposure to pollution to human health has left me
skeptical. So I went another route and contacted the
North Dakota Department of Health to see about the
longevity of people living in coal country. What I found
was that the average length of life in Mercer County in
1980 was 66.1 years, but 30 years later, it had
increased to 74.8 years. In Oliver County, home to the
Milton R. Young Station and the BNI Coal Mine, the
difference is even more dramatic: In 1980, the
average age of death was 64.6 years, but that had
zoomed to 79 years in 2010. 

If Americans really are focused on becoming energy
independent, then coal has to remain a part of the
nation’s energy mix.”

~Signed: Jerry Grosz, Bismarck, N.D.
-Grand Forks Herald
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Stray voltage can cause serious
problems in certain
confinement livestock systems.

Dairymen and hog producers can lose
production from their livestock and
experience health problems due to
small electrical voltages. These
voltages are known by several names
including tingle voltage, neutral-to-
earth voltage, neutral-to-ground
voltage, and nuisance voltage. They
all refer to low-level voltage between
two animal contact points.

The cause of the voltage can be varied
and complex. It may be caused by
poor load balance, faulty wiring or
equipment, improper grounding, or
other electrical problems.

One common problem is that the 
farm operations grow in size, but 
the electrical service isn’t upgraded 
to grow along with it. Also, 
electrical systems become 
obsolete and deteriorate due to
improper maintenance.

It must be understood, however, that
many factors other than stray voltage
may cause behavior, health, and
production problems. A careful
analysis of all possible causes is
necessary if proper corrective
procedures are to be found.

A separate section of the National
Electrical Code deals with the special
requirements for wiring all livestock

buildings. If these are strictly followed
and buildings are “up-to-code,” the
potential for stray voltage problems is
greatly reduced. Many older barns
have been converted from one use to
another and do not meet code
requirements. If you are building new
livestock facilities, be sure all work is
done in accordance with Article 547
of the National Electrical Code.

If you are a member of Mcleod
Cooperative Power and stray voltage
is suspected on your farm, contact the
Cooperative. An investigation will be
made to determine if a problem is
present. Your electrician is also
requested to be present so any
problems can be noted and corrected.
In dairy operations, consulting your
milking equipment dealer and local
veterinarian is also recommended.
They can determine if equipment
problems or health problems that may
or may not be related to stray voltage

are present.

P urchasing an
ENERGY STAR
qualified washing

machine is one way to
improve energy efficiency.
Machines that meet the
ENERGY STAR standards
can save up to 7,000 gallons
of water a year and $550 in
operating costs over the
lifetime of the machine. The
reduced gallons of water used
will also save energy use from
your well pump, your hot water
heater, and from your septic
pump or sewage ejector pump,
if you have one. So there are
additional savings available
when you use an ENERGY
STAR clothes washer.

Clothes washers that meet
ENERGY STAR criteria use
next-generation technology to
cut energy and water
consumption by more than 40
percent compared to
conventional washers. There are
front loaders that tumble clothes
through a small amount of
water, redesigned top loaders
that flip or spin clothes through

a reduced stream of water, and
high-speed spin cycles that
extract more water so clothes
need less time in the dryer.

The average household does
about 400 loads of laundry each
year, consuming 13,500 gallons
of water. Choosing an ENERGY
STAR qualified washer is a
great way to cut water use in
half and reduce your annual
utility bill by an average of $50.
Since clothes dryers all use
about the same amount of
energy, ENERGY STAR does
not label them. However, still
the best and most energy-
efficient way to dry clothes is to
hang them outside on the
clothes line. Letting the wind
dry the clothes is both free 
and renewable.

Energy efficient ways to wash
and dry your clothes

exede by ViaSat exceeds any expectations you have of

satellite technology and speed! This new service,

offered by your Cooperative, can even exceed the

average DSL speed! If you long for a faster, more

satisfying internet experience, this is what you’ve

been waiting for!

exede offers three packages that all have 12 Mbps

download speed and 3 Mbps upload speed! The only

difference is the monthly usage amount. Call your

Cooperative today for more information and/or to get

your name on our installation

schedule!

Indulge your need for speed

with exede.  Call today!

exedesm Satellite High-Speed
Internet from ViaSat

320-864-3148
800-494-6272

Clothes washers must 
meet minimum efficiency
standards in order to
be ENERGY STAR 
labeled, including: 

Modified Energy Factor
(MEF) is a measurement of
the energy efficiency of the
washer, taking into account
the electric energy, the
energy to heat the water,
and the size of the tub.
ENERGY STAR washers 
must have an MEF of 
2.0 or greater. 

Water Factor (WF) is the
measurement of how much
water a particular model
uses, related to the capacity
of the machine. ENERGY
STAR washers must have a
WF of 6.0 or less.

MEF, WF, & clothes washers 
Can stray voltage cause livestock problems?



Page 7     •     McLeod Cooperative Power Association     •     www.mcleodcoop.com

O
ne way to prepare for a blackout is by
purchasing a portable generator for several
hundred or thousand dollars. Another way

to prepare for a power outage is to purchase an
inverter. If you just want to keep a sump pump
running or food cold for a short outage, you might
consider a less expensive, shoe-box-sized power
inverter. It can use a car as a generator, converting
direct current (DC) from the car’s 12-volt
battery system into the alternating
current (AC) required by most
household devices.

Inverters are sold under a variety
of brand names by a variety or
retailers. They may vary from $70 to
$200 or more for a unit that puts out
more than 1,500 watts. Even most of the
smaller units, like the 900-watt inverters, can
usually run a sump pump, refrigerator or freezer.
If you want to run multiple appliances, you may
have to rotate what you plug in. Inverters can also
power lights, electronic chargers and many other
120-volt appliances.

You will probably have to keep the car running
because if the inverter draws more from its battery

than the alternator can replenish, you will drain the
battery. You should connect directly to the car’s
battery. The cigarette-lighter adapter is not
appropriate. You will need to use one extension cord
per device that you power.

The smaller inverters can often be hooked up at the
time needed. Larger units may need to be

permanently connected. Inverters are
commonly used by truckers and

construction crews to operate
microwaves, recharge power tool

batteries, and a host of other uses.
Just follow label directions when

hooking up the inverter,
especially if the power source
is not a standard 12-volt

battery system.

Although an inverter is not a perfect
solution, it might be a handy way to get

power to one or two critical 120-volt
appliances during an outage. If a heavy, portable
generator is too much for you to physically move
yourself or if you do not have a ready supply of fuel
to keep your generator going, an inverter may be an
alternative for you.

your dryer is the number one
source of fire in the home. Fires
originate most frequently from

two places: dryer venting and the lint
trap. In order to prevent dangerous lint
build-up in your dryer, read and follow
these tips:

Lint is created in the dryer as water is
removed from clothes during the
drying process. This lint will build up
in crevices deep down inside the lint
filter trap, and all along the dryer 
vent hose.

Excessive lint build up occurs slowly
and gradually. You don’t realize it is
happening. You think that by cleaning
out the lint filter after each use you are
doing your job and maintaining the
dryer. This is not enough.

If you notice any of these warning
signs, take action immediately 
to prevent a potentially 
dangerous situation:

• Clothes take longer and longer to dry
• Clothes don’t fully dry
• Clothes are hotter than normal at the

end of the drying cycle
• The outside of dryer gets very hot
• The outside exhaust vent flapper

does not open very much indicating
low exhaust velocity

• Laundry room becomes more humid
than usual

• Burnt smell is evident in the 
laundry room. 

Vacuum Lint Trap Housing Cavity
After cleaning the lint trap, the next
area you want to clean is the lint trap

housing cavity; the cavity from which
you pulled the screen out. You’ll need
the long flexible fiberglass handle of a
brush kit to get into this area. 
• Extend the brush all the way into the

bottom of the cavity
• Using a gentle and slight twisting

motion, pull out the brush to expose
the clumps of lint it has removed

• Using a household vacuum cleaner
or shop vacuum, vacuum the brush
head clean of any lint

• Repeat this process until there is no
more lint that can be removed from
the cavity.

Disconnect Sections of 
Dryer Vent. 
Next, disconnect the various sections
of the dryer ducting to expose the
inside lint for removal. 

Some duct cleaning products and
approaches try and clean this area
from the outside of the home with all
of the ducting intact, but if the ducting
is accessible, why go through the
effort and expense of extremely long-
shafted brushes and bags with no
guarantee you’ll get all the lint? If you
just disconnect the vent sections,

you’ll be able to easily and properly
clean each section and put it back
together correctly.

To properly disassemble and
reassemble the duct sections,
proceed as follows: 

• Unplug the dryer
• Turn off the gas valve at the dryer 

(if it is a gas dryer)
• Disconnect the duct joint closest to

the dryer
• Gently pull the dryer away from 

the wall
• Disconnect the remaining sections of

dryer duct
• Clean out each section using a brush

and vacuum
• Once all pipes are clean, reassemble

them in order
• Push the dryer back to the wall and

reconnect the vent pipe to the back
of the dryer

• Turn gas back on if it is a gas dryer.
Plug dryer back into outlet.

Not only will these steps protect your
home and appliances from a potential
fire, but keeping your dryer clean of
lint also will help your dryer function
more efficiently, saving you money
with each and every use.

Dryer Vent Cleaning is an important chore to occasionally take care of

Use Lint Brush to Dig Out Lint Trapped in the
Housing and Vacuum Away Any Lint                  

© 2009  Home-Cost.com

Importance of a 
back-up generator

T
he Cooperative encourages all members to be

prepared for any event that could interrupt the

electric supply such as an ice storm, tornado, or

other catastrophic failure event. The be prepared list

includes having a generator available if you might need

one. Members who have back-up generators to use

following storms are able to cope better through the

outage hours. 

Rural residents have to assess their personal needs and

whether or not they need a generator. The Co-op

encourages members to have a portable generator

available to use to keep freezers with meat cold and to

operate a sump pump and provide basic lighting.

For members with confinement livestock, members who

have to pump water for livestock or milk cows, a

portable generator is not a convenient option. It should

be part of your operation. Power is occasionally

interrupted by Mother Nature or could be by some

catastrophic event. The Co-op cannot guarantee

continuous, uninterrupted power and in the case of large

outages, cannot guarantee how long your power could

be out. So please talk to your electrician and look into

having a back-up generator wired in to meet your

specific farm needs. 

Power inverters are a backup option in a blackout
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The new shuttle facility
construction just
northwest of Brownton

on Highway 15 is moving along
on schedule. United Grain
Systems, LLC is planning to be
operational this fall, loading 
train cars and shipping grain for
area farmers.

McLeod Cooperative Power
crews have been busy installing
underground cabinets,
terminating switching and
transformer cabinets and making
secondary connections. MasTec,
Inc, an underground facilities
contractor from Shevlin,

Minnesota, has been installing
underground conductor for the
facility. Later this month, work
should begin on construction of a

substation to serve the United
Grain Systems load and provide
some additional feeder capacity
for other MCPA loads in the area.

The Brookings County-Hampton transmission line will
improve reliability throughout southwest and west
central Minnesota and the Twin Cities as well as enable

access to new generation, including renewable energy
resources in the area. The new line will be constructed from a
new substation in Brookings County, South Dakota, to a new
substation in Hampton, Minnesota.

The project was granted a Route Permit (docket 08-1474)
from the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) on
July 15, 2010 for approximately 175 miles of the 240-mile
route, or the sections between the Brookings County, South
Dakota substation and the new Cedar Mountain substation in
Renville County and between the new Helena and Hampton
substations. On February 3, 2011, the MN PUC approved the
Minnesota River crossing at Belle Plain. This approval
finalized the last segment of the project route between the
Cedar Mountain substation (Renville County) and the Helena
substation (Scott County).

The segment between the Lyon County and Helena
substations will be constructed as a double circuit

transmission line. The other segments will be constructed
with double circuit capable structures; only a single circuit will
be energized after initial construction. 

Single pole steel structures will be used to reduce land
impacts. Structures are between 140 and 170 feet tall and
will be between 800 and 1,000 feet apart. Typically, a 150-
foot right-of-way will be required.

How does this affect all of us? 
After the project is completed it will increase reliability and
access to power supply for all of those utilities along the
construction route between South Dakota and the Twin Cities.
It will improve reliability for their members/customers also.
Currently, the construction has a direct affect upon the
members living along the construction route, as they have
been negotiating with right-of-way agents for the project
regarding their land. For the cooperatives along the route,
like McLeod Cooperative Power, it means that we have to
convert many miles of overhead line to underground to 
make room for the CapX2020 overhead transmission line
coming through. 

MCPA has already removed three miles of overhead line along
County Road 10 near Winthrop (Bismarck Township) and is
plowing in underground conductor to replace it. As the
project moves east through Sibley County there will be
several other areas where MCPA will be doing line
conversions to prepare for building the transmission line. 

The cost of moving our overhead lines to underground is
being paid for by the CapX2020 project owners. It is not a
direct expense for McLeod Cooperative Power and its
members, but will be a shared expense over time by all who
use the new transmission line. Owners of the CapX2020 line
projects include Xcel Energy, Minnesota Power, Great River
Energy, Ottertail Power Company, Minnkota Power
Cooperative, Dairyland Power Cooperative, Central Minnesota
Municipal Power Agency, Missouri River Energy Services,
Rochester Public Utilities, Southern Minnesota Municipal
Power Agency, and WPPI Energy.

MCPA linemen remove three miles of overhead conductor and
poles in Bismarck Township of Sibley County to prepare the way
for CapX2020 transmission line project. The overhead line is
being replaced with an underground line.

Preparation work for CapX 2020 transmission line project has begun

Ceiling fixtures

require proper

air sealing 

L
ight fixtures below an unheated attic must

be tightly sealed to prevent air from leaking

into the attic space. Air leaks not only waste

energy, they are the primary cause of ice dams.

Methods of sealing include: 

Recessed fixtures. New or retrofit recessed

fixtures should have airtight cans and gasket

seals. Existing recessed lights can have airtight

boxes sealed over them from the attic side. 

Flush-mount fixtures. Electrical boxes should be

sealed with spray foam around any cracks or

openings into the attic. Caution: Disconnect

power to circuit until foam cures!

Shuttle facility construction on track at United Grain Systems, LLC
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